TWO’S TANGO

BY

WILLIAM MANN
DRAMATIS PERSONALE

Michelle – The Protagonist. Dancer, and Actor. A small town girl who dreams of more.

Patrick – The best man of the dance school. Choreographer and dancer extraordinaire
Matthew – Michelle’s Agent. A small fish in a big pond.

George – The Lead Actor in a new Hollywood film

Emma – Michelle’s flatmate and best friend

CAST

Michelle – Marylin Howe

Patrick – Patrick Swayze
Matthew – Russell

George – Jamie
Emma – Melanine
DIRECTORS NOTES

OVERVIEW

MICHELLE is a small town girl, her first time in the big city. She has joined a dance school, and has dreams of making it in Hollywood. At the school PATRICK catches her eye, as an exquisite dancer, and by his kind and gentle nature. By coincidence her generally incompetent agent MATTHEW manages to get her a role playing against Hollywood superstar GEORGE in a small but, powerful art flick. MATTHEW attempts to seduce MICHELLE and fails, so decides to shatter her illusions of Hollywood. Her kindly flatmate and friend EMMA and MATTHEW convince her to stay where she finds a new role on stage, where PATRICK is the choreographer….

1. EXT. LOS ANGELES

The camera flys across L.A. across Manhattan Beach, north towards Santa Monica, then turns east over Beverley Hills towards the Hollywood Sign. It then turns south east and CENTERS on a theatre. Day swiftly turns tonight as we ZOOM towards a window
2. INT. THEATRE

Two figures are dancing together (MICHELLE and PATRICK) – they are dressed in workout clothes. A RUMBA is playing their faces are pinched in intense concentration from the practice. MICHELLE takes a step wrong, and slips. PATRICK catches her

MICHELLE

Oh! I suck I Suck I Suck!

PATRICK

No, no, no, your doing fine it’s just a hard routine. You’ll get it – it’s just…

MICHELLE

Just what?! A matter of time – we open next Monday and we’re no where near ready! It’s just too much!

PATRICK

You can do it! You’re a great dancer, and a fantastic actress! I’ve know since the first day I laid eyes on you! I believe in you!

Michelle looks into Patrick eyes. A moment of disbelief and puzzlement glazes her face

PATRICK (Cont.)

You’re going to make the stage shine with your beauty and grace!

MICHELLE stares at PATRICK for a moment and then throws her arms around him, and kisses him passionately

FADE TO BLACK
3. INT. DANCE SCHOOL
The school has wooden floor, highly varnished, well maintained; one wall has mirrors along it and a rail slightly above waist height for ballet practice. Two large windows at either end of the room give views across L.A. Molded plastic chairs are opposite to the wall with mirrors on it, wear students sit, waiting for their class to begin MICHELLE and EMMA are amongst the students sat in the chairs. They watch as PATRICK is teaching and choreographing two students in a private less.

MICHELLE

Aren’t they fantastic, so smooth? They just glide don’t they

EMMA

Uh huh. Is that who you’re looking at?

MICHELLE

What? Who’d else would I be looking at

EMMA

Oh, come on, stop playing coy. I know you fancy him
4. INT. AGENTS OFFICE

We are in MATTHEWS office. There is a desk full of random papers, a computer, and a slightly buried phone. MATTHEW sits behind the desk, in a slightly scruffy chair. On the wall behind MATTHEW there are far too many certificates.

MATTHEW

Boy oh, boy have I got something for you! Hoohoo you are going to thank your lucky stars that you met me you are! You really have stuck it lucky!

MICHELLE

I come in here, week after week, and you have nothing for me. What are you talking about

5. INT. FILM STUDIO
We are filming in a closed set. GEORGE and MICHELLE are sat on High Chairs, drinking cocktails. The cameras are rolling. We swoop in from the roof towards the couple, over the cameras and underneath the boom towards them. GEORGE and MICHELLE are in character. We are mid-take
GEORGE

If you’ll forgive the expression, whats a nice girl like you doing in a lousy gin-joint like this?
MICHELLE (over acting)

Waiting for the right man to come and save me from this life of sleaze and debauchery!

GEORGE

Cut me a break here; how could I resist such a classic line

MICHELLE

Well, not every girl…
DIRECTOR (O. S.)

Cut! Cut! No! this isn’t working right! No its not right at all. We’re going to have to reshoot this entire scene! Take a break you two!
The crew break positions to come into conference with the director; MICHELLE goes to walk to away from the set, but GEORGE catches her arm, and steers her away to a more secluded spot

GEORGE

6. INT. EMMA & MICHELLE’S APARTMENT
Michelle and Emma are on a sofa, in front of them are cups of tea or coffee; the apartment is modern, but has a cheap and cheerful feel about it; It is clean and tidy, and there a few plants and framed posters around. Michelle is tearful; Emma is comforting her
CUT TO
7. INT. AGENTS OFFICE
8. INT. THEARTE

It is opening night; the auditorium is full to capacity. The curtain is down on the stage. The camera SWEEPS from facing the audience in the balcony, down though the theatre, past main seats, and across the dress circle towards the stage.

CUT TO

9. INT. DRESSING ROOM
It is all very busy; people running back and forth, in various states of dress

VOICE (O. S.)

Steve’s not going to be able to dance, he’s burning up

DIRECTOR

Well who the hell is going to dance in his place?! Mike’s good, but it’s the first night! It’s got to be perfect!

MICHELLE

Pat! Pat can run with it!
DIRECTOR

You sure?

MICHELLE

He can do it. I believe in him!

DIRECTOR

Okay then. God help us.

CUT TO

10. INT. STAGE

MICHELLE and PATRICK are dancing the big routine together, the same that they were practicing earlier; MICHELLE makes her steps, and storms off at the end, as determined by the script. PATRICK catches her arm, and pulls her back; They kiss.
The audience applaud; The play is over; the rest of the cast come on stage to take the bow, but MICHELLE and PATRICK are locked in embrace

The applause fades; everyone is confused. PATRICK and MICHELLE break the kiss; the theatre is almost silent

EMMA stands up and claps loudly

EMMA

Bravo! BRAVO!

MATTHEW joins in, clapping wildly; PATRICK and MICHELLE resume their embrace, the cast and audience go wild.

FADE

